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What is the Uluru Statement? 

The Uluru Statement from the Heart is a profound call from First Nation Australians              
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples) for constitutional change and structural           
reform in their relationship with Australia. 

Where did the Uluru Statement come from?  

In May 2017, First Nations forged a historic consensus around the Uluru Statement. This              
consensus followed a groundbreaking process engaging Aboriginal and Torres Strait          
Islander people from across Australia through deliberative dialogues in 13 regions. Joining            
each dialogue were approximately 100 representatives drawn from local traditional owners,           
Indigenous community-based organisations and Indigenous leaders. These dialogues        
selected representatives to attend the First Nations Constitutional Convention at Uluru. At            
the Convention, there was an overwhelming consensus of more than 250 delegates who             
adopted the Uluru Statement from the Heart.  

What does the Uluru Statement say about Australia’s history?  

The Uluru Statement calls for truth-telling about Australia’s history. At the Uluru            
Convention, the delegates also agreed on another statement about their history that went             
back tens of thousands of years before colonisation. This statement says: 

“Our First Nations are extraordinarily diverse cultures, living in an astounding array of             
environments, multi-lingual across many hundreds of languages and dialects. The          
continent was occupied by our people and the footprints of our ancestors traversed the              
entire landscape. Our songlines covered vast distances, uniting peoples in shared stories            
and religion. The entire land and seascape is named, and the cultural memory of our old                
people is written there. This rich diversity of our origins was eventually ruptured by              
colonisation. Violent dispossession and the struggle to survive a relentless inhumanity has            
marked our common history.”  

What did the Uluru Statement say about sovereignty?  

The Uluru Statement asserts that First Nations sovereignty was never ceded and coexists             
with the Crown’s sovereignty today. It calls for the ancient sovereignty of Aboriginal and              
Torres Strait Islander peoples to be recognised through constitutional change. 

What changes does the Uluru Statement call for? 

The Uluru Statement calls for three fundamental changes: Voice, Treaty, Truth. The first             
reform is the constitutional enshrinement of a First Nations Voice. The Voice will empower              
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples constitutionally. It will be a permanent            
institution for expressing First Nations’ views to the parliament and government on            
important policy decisions affecting their rights. The next reforms are Treaty, followed by             
Truth. These reforms would involve establishing an independent Makarrata Commission to           
oversee the negotiation of treaties and truthtelling processes. 

What is Makarrata?  

Makarrata is the concept that underpins the Uluru Statement and its call for Voice, Treaty,               
Truth. Makarrata is a Yolngu word meaning ‘coming together after a struggle’. Through             
Voice, Treaty, Truth, the relationship between First Nations and the wider Australian            
community can move to one based on fairness, truth, justice and self-determination. A             
relationship where Indigenous cultures can flourish and Australia can reach a fuller, richer             
expression of its nationhood. 

How can I support these changes?  

The Uluru Statement calls on the Australian people to walk with First Nations in a people’s                
movement for Voice, Treaty, Truth. You can show your support at www.1voiceuluru.org by             
subscribing to the email list.  
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